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PRESENTATION OF AMERICAN ACADEMY OF PEDIATRIC STATEMENTS:

The AAP issued statements on circumcision in 1971, 1975, 1989, and 1999. The statements have been confusing,
contradictory, and often biased and not supported by medical evidence.

COMMITTEE ON FETUS AND NEWBORN

AMERICAN ACADEMY OF PEDIATRICS 1975 AAP Task Force on Circumcision

*There is evidence that carcinoma of the penis
can be prevented by néonatal circumcision.
There is also evidence that optimal hygiene
confers as much or almost as much protection.™

1971 - There are no valid medical
indications for routine circumncision

1975 - There is no absolute medical

indication for routine circumcision of
newborn Commes on Fatus and Mewbarn, Hepor of the Ad Hoc
Task Farce an Circumaision, 15975
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1989 AAP Task Force on Circumecision
{Pediatrics 1989, 84:288)

1975 AAP Task Force on Circumcision

"The Ad Hoc comimittas was sharply divided in its opinns
and the resultsg statement was campromize that stated thak
thera was ' na absciute medical indication for routine
crcumeimion of the newhom.” The words absobute and
rauting weds meant to convey a diferent impeession fam
the conctusion of the APE committess an the fetus and
mewtnorm, But this bas not ateays been the mberpretataon of
redders.”

TheergEsan. HG: The yaiue of necnatal circumciston. &n unenesend and eerhaps
ursincweTable cuestion

A J CHE Child 137539, 1547,
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Conclusive Advantages
- Prevention of penite cancer
- Frevention of phimosis and talanoposiitis
Probable Advantages
- Prevention of LTI i dnfancy
Possible Advantages

= Prevention of sertain STD-genital ulcers
[ U TRIFICrOH )
- Prevention of cervical cancer.
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1989 AAP Task Force on Circumcision
{Pediatrics 1988, B4:388)

Complications of Circumeision:
Pain -- pessible use of DFNB.

Bleeding
Infection——.l | 0.2-0.6%
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1999 AAP Task Force on Circumcision
{Fed|atrics 19848, 103;688)

Conclusions:

“Potential medical benefits” of newborn
circumcision.

Data are "not sufficient” to recommend
routine neonatal circumacision.

Procedure "not essential to child's
current well-being."
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1999 AAP Circumcision:
information for Parents

Reasons to Choose  Reasons not to Choose
Sihghitly lowar LTI risk Surgery risks. Complizations
Lower penile CA risk rare and usually miner
Slightly lower HIV risk “Belief that foreskin protects

tip of panis
Prevents foraskin ‘Epea edF'#m ; .
infection f 3t circumaislon

decreases sexual pheasun

Can teach peope proper
by e

Prevents phimosis
Easier genital hygiens
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ALP TASK FORCE ON CIRCUMCSION
1988-1888
DISADVANTAGES OF NEWBORNM CIRGUMGSION

Fain
Bleading
Infeckion
SerQUS CONSEqUences - rang
2 deaths in 25 yrs {Kochen)
I deaths in 500,000 kY. cases (King)

O deaths 0 amputations in 175,000 US Amny cases
(Wimelh)

1959 AAP Task Force on Circumcision
(Pediatrics 19348, 103.586)

Media Response

‘Cicumeision Loses a Key Endorsement”
nWashington Post)

Circumeision Benefite Disputed” {Chicago Sun
Times)

‘Pedigtrictans Tum Away from CircLimesision”
{CMM).

*Circumecision Opponents Enengized by About
Face of Avadermy of Pediatrics” (Farward).
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1999 AAP Task Force on Circumcision
[Pactiatrics 1985, 103:6846)

“Penile problems may develop in both
circumcised and uncircumcised boys.”

"“There is little evidence to affirm the
association bebween circumcision status
and cptimal genital hygiene.”

Method: “amputation of the foreskin.”
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Concern About 1999 AAP Task Force Report

(Schoen et al. Pediatrics 2000:620-3)

1999 AAP Task Force on Circumcision
{Pediatrics 1959, 103:686)

Anti-circumcision jJargon- “amputation of the
foreskin”

LTI “The a ite risk of developing UTI in an
LHICEE! sed male infant 1s low (at most -
“The ris¥ of penie cancer

= Six documented evidence-based benefits
0 In &N uncircumcised man, athow

fcreased compared b 3 SIRcUmoised mar, b5 (ow.
HIV: “There is a substantiat bocky of evidence that
Hrdds NenCITCUrmcision in men with fisks of HiY
infeckion. Howewer, behavigral factors appear to
B far more important risk factors in the acquisition
of HiY infection than circumcision status. "

referred to as “potential benefits”™

Six benefits vs 1 risk (complications- “rare and
usually minor’) “not sufficient to recommend
newbom cireumecision”. What would be
sufficient?
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Click toread the DISCLAIMER. Werecommend that you use Microsoft Internet Explorer 5.5 or Netscape Navigator 6.0 or higher. Medicirc.org and medicirc.com
website is developed and managed by Esudo, LLC.
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